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W
hen Jesus w

as ready to return to heaven, he took his disciples
aside to m

ake sure that they understood everything that had
happened to him

. H
e explained w

hy it w
as im

portant for him
 to

be crucified and to be raised from
 the dead to fulfill w

hat the
S

criptures had said about him
. H

e also told them
 that he w

as
going to return to his Father in heaven, and that the H

oly S
pirit

w
ould com

e to be w
ith them

. Jesus also instructed the disciples
to go forth through all of the E

arth, teaching others about the
things that Jesus taught them

.

A
t first, the disciples w

ere sad that Jesus w
ould be leaving them

,
but then the B

ible tells us that Jesus opened their m
inds so they

w
ould understand. Then, an am

azing thing happened. The B
ible

tells us that Jesus lifted his hands and blessed his disciples.
W

hile he w
as blessing them

, he left them
 and w

as taken up into
heaven. (If you w

ant, bring in a helium
 filled balloon, release your

balloon and w
atch it float to the ceiling.)

I don't know
 how

 all of this looked, but in m
y im

agination I can
see the disciples standing and w

atching as Jesus ascended
higher and higher until he disappeared from

 view
. W

ere the
disciples sad? N

o w
ay! The B

ible tells us that w
hen Jesus had

ascended into heaven, the disciples w
orshiped him

 and returned
to Jerusalem

 w
ith great joy. There they stayed continually in the

tem
ple, praising G

od.

W
e are here today for the very sam

e purpose. W
e have com

e
into the tem

ple to w
orship him

 w
ith great joy!
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