The Ascension of Jesus
Luke 24:44-51

When Jesus was ready to return to heaven, he took his disciples
aside to make sure that they understood everything that had
happened to him. He explained why it was important for him to
be crucified and to be raised from the dead to fulfill what the
Scriptures had said about him. He also told them that he was
going to return to his Father in heaven, and that the Holy Spirit
would come to be with them. Jesus also instructed the disciples
to go forth through all of the Earth, teaching others about the
things that Jesus taught them.

At first, the disciples were sad that Jesus would be leaving them,
but then the Bible tells us that Jesus opened their minds so they
would understand. Then, an amazing thing happened. The Bible
tells us that Jesus lifted his hands and blessed his disciples.
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into
heaven. (If you want, bring in a helium filled balloon, release your
balloon and watch it float to the ceiling.)

| don't know how all of this looked, but in my imagination | can
see the disciples standing and watching as Jesus ascended
higher and higher until he disappeared from view. Were the
disciples sad? No way! The Bible tells us that when Jesus had
ascended into heaven, the disciples worshiped him and returned
to Jerusalem with great joy. There they stayed continually in the
temple, praising God.

We are here today for the very same purpose. We have come
into the temple to worship him with great joy!
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The Ascension of Jesus

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to
heaven. Luke 24:51 (NIV)

Based on Luke 24:44-53
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